Message from the Editor in Chief  by Najm, Hani K.
P.O. Box 2925 Riyadh – 11461KSA
Tel: +966 1 2520088 ext 40151
Fax: +966 1 2520718
Email: sha@sha.org.sa
URL: www.sha.org.sa
ED
IT
O
R
IA
LMessage from the Editor-in-ChiefThe year 2012 was a banner year for the JSHAand we are proud of performance of the jour-
nal of SHA to date.
The January issue was a collection six original
articles including one randomized clinical trial
addressing the efficacy of single dose intravenous
heparin in the reduction of sheath thrombus for-
mation during diagnostic angiography [1], without
the increase of bleeding complications. In the
same issue an important paper addressed the
age-related differences among patients with acute
coronary syndrome that were enrolled in the
‘‘Space Registry’’ [2]. The authors highlighted
the urgent need for a national cardiovascular pre-
vention program, which we believe is of para-
mount importance to prevent what could be an
epidemic of cardiovascular diseases in the coming
10–15 years. The front cover image illustrated an
important introduction to a ‘‘suture-less aortic
valve replacement’’ [3] to the cardiac surgical
community.
The April issue highlighted publication ethics in
the editorial [4] in addition to six original articles.
The manuscript published by the Toronto Gen-
eral Hospital group addressed risk modeling for
ventricular assist device support in post-cardioto-
my shock [5]. They indicated that intra-aortic bal-
loon counterpulsation is not enough to reduce
mortality and the use of early ventricular assist
devices may be the preferred option to reduce this
mortality. The review article addressing cardio-
vascular disease during Hajj [6] is unique as it
represents a rare review of 109 published articles
about this group of patients. The other major re-
view article addressed ischemic heart disease in
pregnancy [7]. Although this condition is quite1016–7315  2013 King Saud University.
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jsha.2013.01.001rare, it nevertheless represents a peculiar disease
entity.
In the July issue, the outcome of tracheostomy in
pediatric cardiac surgery [8] is the most read arti-
cle and addresses an important subgroup of pa-
tients that are high risk and require special
attention. The novel use of ultrasound to detect
vocal cord mobility [9] was an important addition
to the knowledge base of the intensivists manag-
ing children after open heart surgery and clearly
indicated the accuracy of such methodology.
The final issue of 2012 highlighted the fact that
diabetes is very prevalent in Saudi Arabia in a
manuscript which looked at the effect of diabetes
among the SPACE registry [10], and indeed they
have a worse prognosis again highlighting the
importance of a cardiovascular disease prevention
program.
JSHA visibility statistics are improving, along
with the quality and broad variety of information
available. Page views and full-text downloads of
JSHA articles from ScienceDirect increased
approximately 15% in 2012; November was a
month of note as we hit the highest ever number
of article views. Hand-in-hand with that, citations
are also increasing. Of interest is the most cited
manuscript in all volumes of JSHA – ‘‘Smoking
in Saudi Arabia and its relation to coronary artery
disease [11].’’ This paper indicates the need for
national prevention program and for national sta-
tistics on such risk factors.
None of this progress could have been made not
for the reviewers and the associate editors. I
would like to take this opportunity to
thank the following who have contributed to this
process:Production and hosting by Elsevier
ED
ITO
R
IA
L
2 H.K. NAJM
MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
J Saudi Heart Assoc
2013;25:1–2G.H. Ajami Wolfgang Hemmer
Saeed Al Ahmari Ahmad Hersi
Khalid Al Nemer Ziyad Hijazi
Jassim Al Suwaidi F. Hussain
Eduardo Alegria Barrero Anitha John
Hussam Al-Faleh Richard Jonas
Abdulaziz Ali Arie Pieter Kappetein
Salem Al-Kaabi M. Koutouzis
Shukri Alsaif Mareike Lankeit
Alawi Alsheikh-Ali Pascal Lim
J. Amerena B.L. Man
G.D. Angelini A. Marciniak
Mohammed Arafah Bart Meuris
S.F. Aranki Altin Palloshi
Ahmed Arifi S.B. Pancholy
AE Arslankoylu Prashanth Panduranga
Abdullah Assiri S.M. Pasha
Mehnaz Atiq Shakeel Qureshi
Rima Bader Stephane Rinfret
WK Baek Liam Ring
Olivier Bertrand K. Salhiyyah
N.D. Brunetti Manpreet Salooja
Thomas Buck Pasquale Santangeli
Faiz Bukhari Paul Sergeant
E. Coban S. Sharma
A.I. Corciu Mohamed A. Soliman Hamad
A. Damelou Jonathan H. Soslow
Marco De Carlo H. Surucu
Michael Egstrup G. Tacoy
Ali El Halabi L. Thalib
Omer Elhag Marko Turina
Samer Ellaham R. J. van Bommel
G. Esposito J. Veselka
Peters Ferande A.P. VlahosFinally, in regards to the SHA activities, I am
pleased to inform you that international recogni-
tion of the society is increasing progressively.
The upcoming joint meeting with the Gulf Heart
Association (February 14–16) will be a landmark
meeting for both associations. We are expecting
more than 4,000 delegates and sessions will be
transmitted to the Eastern and Western regions
in Saudi Arabia to allow cardiovascular practitio-
ners to attend the meeting in their home towns.Next year is a promising year for both the SHA
and JSHA. I look forward to an exciting year.
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